
Human Dimensions of Roadside Vegetation Management

Ongoing Main Goals: 

• Understand barriers to and opportunities to roadside vegetation management 
among diverse stakeholder groups.

• Explore the conditions within which individuals are willing to adopt Stormwise
tree management strategies.

“The social science of vegetation management”



Principal Investigator: 

Dr. Anita Morzillo, Department of Natural Resources & the Environment

anita.morzillo@uconn.edu
https://anitamorzillo.weebly.com/

Students involved:

Dan Hale MS 2019 Jacob Cabral MS ongoing
Steven DiFalco MS 2020 Emlyn Crocker MS ongoing
Danielle Kloster PhD 2020

~20 undergraduates

Stakeholders involved:

Eversource employees - arborists, community liaisons (exploratory data)
Tree crews
Residents
Roadside forest managers

https://anitamorzillo.weebly.com/


Who is to Blame? – Media Analysis



Wood Product Recovery - Tree Crews



Attitudes Toward Vegetation Management - Residents

From: DiFalco and Morzillo 2021

Four study areas



Attitudes Toward Vegetation Management - Residents

Attitudes along urban-rural 
gradient - Hale and Morzillo in 
prep



Attitudes Toward Vegetation Management - Residents

Interpolating attitudes toward 
roadside vegetation - DiFalco
et al. in prep

Special issue: Science-policy 
gaps and their impact on 
landscape-scale management 
of natural disasters



Attitudes Toward Vegetation Management - Residents

From: DiFalco and Morzillo 2021

Amenities and disamenities of 
roadside trees - Kloster et al. 
in review

Factors affecting consent or 
decline to tree removal - Hale, 
Kloster, Morzillo. in prep



Managing for Multiple Stressors - Roadside Forest Managers

1. Assess how stakeholder knowledge transfer and decision-making about the roadside 
forest are affected by multiple forest stressors. 

2. Evaluate the relationships between formality of knowledge exchange and adoption of 
alternative or adaptive management practices. 

3. Evaluate stakeholder interrelationships and associated social network structure regarding 
roadside vegetation management and forest stressors. 

4. Understand the interplay of land management objectives and resource constraints on 
stakeholder interactions and decision-making about roadside forests.

Jacob Cabral, Emlyn Crocker – MS students

Objectives:


